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An NSP worker applies Datadot to copper wire at a substation in Halifax on Monday. (Daily News/Andre Forget) 

Nova Scotia Power Inc. is going high-tech to try deter copper theft. 
 
The utility is using a technology called DataDot to mark and identify its copper wire because of 
safety concerns over the growing crime. 
 
NSPI says thieves are not only putting their own lives at risk, they're endangering the lives of power-
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line technicians making repairs, as well as cops, other first responders and the general public. 
 
So far in 2007, NSPI has had 70 incidents of copper theft, compared with 85 for 2006. Canada has 
had two fatalities, including one in New Brunswick. That province and several others are already 
using DataDot, which can also help identify such items as bikes and laptops. 
 
Tracing copper 
 
Workers apply a small disk about the size of a grain of sand onto the copper. The disk has an 
electronic code laser etched onto it, onto the copper. Copper buyers would have to magnify the 
product to see the code and look it up on the Internet to trace it back to the rightful owner. 
 
Copper theft has become a worldwide problem as the metal's price has skyrocketed. Copper rose 
from $1.50 per kilogram in 2003 to more than $7 per kilogram in 2006-07. 
 
NSPI plans to apply microdots to hundreds of kilometres of copper wire at its roughly 300 
substations and electrical facilities. 
 
"We're just trying to let the thieves out there know that we have a method now of determining 
where that product came from, and from that, you can prosecute," Garry Theriault, manager of 
transmission maintenance for NSPI, said yesterday. 
 
Sounds good 
 
David Giberson, who runs Dartmouth Metals & Bottles Ltd., said the system sounds good, but he's 
not sure how practical it will be. Microdots are painted onto bare wire, yet much of the copper his 
shop gets is wrapped in insulation. 
 
Wyatt Redmond, who runs Beaver Enviro-Depot on Herring Cove Road, says most dealers can 
recognize materials used by the phone and power companies and other large corporations. Problems 
arise, Redmond said, when thieves take the goods to people new in the industry or they mix it in 
with other materials. Busy staff can sometimes miss the copper, he said. 
 
"When you're in the industry, you pretty much get used to who's bringing stuff in and who's not. 
Four young guys in a half-ton truck driving in with a hose and $6,000 or $2,000 worth of copper, 
you know they hopped over a fence." 
 
amacdonald@hfxnews.ca 
 

Comments:
This Conversation is Semi-Moderated. What is moderation? 

 
1. michael tompkins from halifax, nova scotia writes: The problem of copper lies in the fact 
that the recyclers are in on the deal.  
 
There was an aluminum ramp stolen from the back of a rental cube here in North End Halifax last 
summer and within one hour it was already cut into cubes for recycling in Burnside. The culprits 
were on drugs with a stolen vehicle...but these scrap dealers need to be responsible on who they 
give money for scrap metal. Same as the pawn shop owner pleading that they know nothing.....it is 
disgusting. Scrap owners should have the drivers license for each load of metal. 

Posted 27/06/2007 at 1:54 am | Alert an Editor | Link to comment

 
NOTE 
The management of this site emphasizes that it is in no way liable for persons, physical or legal, 
who are hosted here. Moreover, the managers of this site may not be held liable for errors and 
omissions that may slip into the information displayed in these reader comments. Everyone who 
submits a comment should read, understand and agree to the Terms of Usage for this section.  

Comments Closed
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Recent news: 
 

●     Two dead in Monday's car crash 31/07/07 5:06 PM 

●     Pregnant woman stabbed, Dartmouth man charged 31/07/07 4:35 PM 

●     Alton proposal stalled 31/07/07 2:26 PM 

●     Teacher charged with sex assault in court 31/07/07 2:02 PM 

●     Police discover body of 2nd slain South Korean hostage in Afghanistan 31/07/07 1:54 PM 

●     Felderhof not guilty of insider trading: Bre-X case wraps up after 7 years   31/07/07 1:50 PM 

●     Tropical storm Chantal expected to miss Halifax 31/07/07 1:43 PM 

●     Ottawa announces $2 million for employment programs in Nova Scotia 31/07/07 12:52 PM 

●     Teacher suspended after sex charges 31/07/07 12:10 PM 

●     Shooting suspect was under court curfew 31/07/07 12:10 PM 

●     St.F.X. student charged with impaired driving causing teen's death appears in court 31/07/07 10:39 AM 

●     Early morning fire guts Cape Breton bar, forces evacuation of apartment units 31/07/07 10:35 AM 

●     Mother charged with first-degree murder 31/07/07 7:13 AM 

●     Bush meets with new British PM 1  31/07/07 7:11 AM 

●     Trudeau named Worst Canadian in cheeky magazine contest 1  31/07/07 7:09 AM 

●     Fourth suspect in custody 31/07/07 7:08 AM 

●     Booze consumers trade up, spend more 2  31/07/07 7:07 AM 

●     Development 'will bring new life to Dartmouth' 17  31/07/07 7:06 AM 

●     Highway 103 crash during downpour sends four to hospital 12  31/07/07 7:04 AM 

●     Youth spills in police station 6  31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Dive full of surprises: scientists   31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     No resolution in sight for invasive lake plant 2  31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Garrison brewery gives customers food for thought 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Council votes on the future of HRM's hub of arts and culture 3  31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     More soggy than sunny 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Perfect storm conditions for more hurricanes 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Cops stayed calm during soccer melee: chief 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Phoenix set to take off Friday 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Air India inquiry to probe claim of suspected ringleader's confession 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Funeral for slain seniors 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Missing boy found in cornfield after frantic 24-hour search 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Pilot inexperience led to Snowbird crash: air force 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Animal bylaw almost law 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Mine just a guard buoy 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Septic program suggested 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Truck driver dies at accident scene 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Gore's son pleads guilty on drug charges 31/07/07 6:17 AM 

●     Surgeon charged in death 31/07/07 6:17 AM 
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